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Republican Capitalist Development 
in the USA, 1830-1930
Emerging Empire
• Boom and Bust of American Industrial 
Capitalism: 1830-1930
– Increasing GDP per-capita
– Increasing territorial base
• Establishing a Bipartisan System
• The Triumph of American [sic] Republican 
Capitalism
• The Crisis of 1929-1940
Figure 1
U.S. Private Production Per-capita, 1800-1940
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1945 (D. C., 1949).
Table 1
Population, Private Production Value (in millions) and Production 
Value (in thousands) Per-capita in the U.S., 1800-1930
Year Population Product Per-capita Year Population Prod Pp-c
1800    5,308,483 668 .126 1880   50,155,783 6617 .132
1810    7,239,881 901 .124 1890   62,947,714 9578 .152
1820    9,638,453 855 .089 1900   75,994,575 13836 .182
1830   12,866,020 947 .074 1910   91,972,266 24033 .261
1840   17,069,453 1577 .092 1920   105,710,620 55539 .525
1850   23,191,876 2326 .100 1930   122,775,046 55872 .455
1860   31,443,321 4098 .130 1940   131,669,275 47589 .361
1870   38,558,371 6288 .163
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1945
(Washington D. C., 1949).
Figure 2
Source: Minnesota Population Center. National Historical Geographic Information System: Version 2.0.
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 2011. http://www.nhgis.org
Figure 3
State Electoral Votes in U.S. Presidential Election of 1796
Electoral Vote
Political Party Presidential Nom. # %
Federalist John Adams 71 51.1






Political Party Presidential Nom. # %
Democratic-Republican Thomas Jefferson 73 52.9




     Electoral Votes 
 Political Party Presidential Nom. #  %  
 
Democratic-Republican Andrew Jackson 99  37.9  
 
Democratic-Republican John Quincy Adams 84  32.2  
 
Democratic-Republican William H. Crawford 41  15.7  
 
Democratic-Republican Henry Clay 37  14.2  
Source: http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/showelection.php?year=1800
Figure 6
Presidential Election of 1828
source: http://www.historycentral.com/elections/
Figure 7





    Elector Vote Popular Vote 
 Party Presidential VP Nominee #  %  #  % 
 
 Whig Zachary Taylor  Millard Fillmore 163  56.2  1,361,393 
 47.3 
 
 Democratic Lewis Cass  William Butler 127  43.8  1,223,460  42.5 
 




Source: Minnesota Population Center. National Historical Geographic Information System: Version 2.0.












– Economic growth: especially after 1900
– Economic crises: big one in 1929
– Political crises: party systems rise and fall
• Using NGHIS and ICPSR we can analyze these 
economic and political effects on whatever we 
wish to explain (e.g., terrorism)
• Or we can just look at the pictures (which are 
interesting)
Presidential Election of 2008
Political 
Party Presidential VP E# E% Pop# Pop%
Democratic Barack Obama Joseph Biden 365 67.8 69,456,897 52.9








• Both of these are readily accessible and easy 
to use, but they do contain some errors.  Even 
the ICPSR data should be used with care
• Next year: 1948-2008 or 1892-1912: for 
another partisan shift
